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The Open Science Framework (OSF): 
An easy and intuitive approach 

to share research materials and data … and more

David F. Urschler

David F. Urschler
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Agenda

• How did I get into the OSF?

• What can you do with the OSF?

• What I have used the OSF for

• Things that I have learned the hard way

• Questions 

David F. Urschler
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What can you do?
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What can you do with the OSF? - https://osf.io/

https://www.cos.io/our-products/osf

David F. Urschler

https://osf.io/
https://www.cos.io/our-products/osf
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What can you do with the OSF?

• Organize your projects

• Document your process

• Version control

• Register your work

• Share your work

• Project analytics

David F. Urschler
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What can you do with the OSF?

Organize your projects

• Structured approach – folder structure

• Control access by collaborators

• Interlink projects – fork structure

• Add preprints

David F. Urschler
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What can you do with the OSF?

Document your process

• Project wiki

David F. Urschler
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What can you do with the OSF?

Document your process

• Keep notes and project logs

• Who took action
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What can you do with the OSF?

Version control
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What can you do with the OSF?

Version control
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What can you do with the OSF?

Register your work

• A registration is a frozen, time-stamped copy of an OSF project

• Registrations cannot be edited or deleted

• All registrations will be made public eventually

David F. Urschler
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What can you do with the OSF?

Register your work

David F. Urschler

https://help.osf.io/hc/en-
us/articles/360019930893-Register-Your-
Project#Create-a-registration

https://help.osf.io/hc/en-us/articles/360019930893-Register-Your-Project#Create-a-registration
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What can you do with the OSF?

Register your work – Preregister your hypothesis and analyses 

David F. Urschler

https://osf.io/prereg/

https://osf.io/prereg/
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What can you do with the OSF?

Register your work – Preregister your hypothesis and analyses 
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https://osf.io/prereg/
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What can you do with the OSF?

Share your work

• What you want

• When you want

• Fine-grained control

• Everything on OSF is private by default

David F. Urschler
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What can you do with the OSF?

Project analytics

David F. Urschler
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My experiences
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What I have used the OSF for
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What I have used the OSF for

• Sharing data, materials, R-scripts, and pre-prints

• Pre-registering hypotheses

• Many labs collaborations

• Sharing conference materials  

David F. Urschler
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What I have used the OSF for
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What I have used the OSF for

Pre-registering hypotheses
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What I have used the OSF for

Many labs collaborations
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What I have used the OSF for

Sharing conference materials  
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What I have used the OSF for

Sharing conference materials  
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Hard way
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Things that I have learned the hard way

• Start early with your code books

1 = female, 2 = male vs. 1 = male, 2 = female

• Make sure you that you are sharing what you want to share

“… I started reading I realized that the authors included a view-only osf link to supplementary materials 
of their study (including the detailed scenarios used as experimental condition, materials, syntax, data). 
However the osf-project folder is empty.”

David F. Urschler
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Questions
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David F. Urschler

david.urschler@uni-jena
@dfusocialpsy

Thanks! 


